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Statement of Inherent Requirements  

Faculty Health 

Discipline Midwifery 

Courses Undergraduate Course 

Bachelor of Midwifery (HLB001) 

  
Postgraduate Courses 

Master of Midwifery Practice (HLM001) 
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 Knowledge, understanding and compliance with Australian Law and professional regulations facilitates 
effective, professional, responsible and accountable midwives, and is necessary to work effectively and 
meet professional registration requirements. 

 
Related Professional Requirements: Section 53(a) of the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law 
(National Law).   

Examples 

 Compliance with the University of Canberra Privacy Policy, which complies with the Information Privacy Act 
2014 (ACT) (the PriǾŀŎȅ !Ŏǘύ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ tǊƛǾŀŎȅ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ό¢ttΩǎύΦ 
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 Comprehend spoken English delivered at conversational speed (including in noisy environments, such as 
hospital wards). 

 Participating in tutorial, simulation, clinical and placement discussions.  
 

3. Interpersonal Communication Skills 

Inherent Requirement 

 Respectful communication with others, including the ability to understand, display and respect empathy, 
build rapport and gain trust to ensure meaningful and effective interactions with people they engage with. 
 

Rationale 

 Communication skills are an essential requirement to develop and maintain trusting relationships, and to 
perform effectively in an academic and complex professional environment, as well as to solve problems and 
communicate knowledge and understanding of relevant subject matter effectively.  
 

 



Page 4 of 5 

 

 

Rationale 

 Midwifery requires gross and fine motor function to consistently provide safe and effective midwifery care 
in order to minimise the risk of harm to self and others. 
 

Examples 

 Maintaining balance while safely assisting, mobilising and transferring women, or babies or resources. 

 Undertake fine motor tasks including taking blood, inserting cannulae and catheters, giving intravenous 

medications. 

 Appropriately and safely carry and use stock and equipment. 

 

 

Sensory Skills 

Inherent requirement 

 Sufficient sensorimotor skills, including visual, auditory and tactile acuity to function with the midwifery 
scope of practice.  

 

Rationale 

 Midwifery requires visual, auditory and tactile acuity to consistently provide safe and effective midwifery 
care in order to minimise the risk of harm to self and others. 

 

Examples 

 Access and detect changes in circulation observations (e.g. temperature and pulse palpation). 

 Conduct an abdominal palpation during labour and detecting deviations from normal (e.g. breech 

presentation). 

 Interpret the verbal sounds other than speech made by a woman in labour, which may indicate the 

progression of labour stages and the imminent birth of the baby.  

 

 

Cognitive Skills 

Inherent Requirement 

 Acquire knowledge, process information, analyse, think critically and synthesise information to apply 
knowledge of the discipline and sufficiently meet learning outcomes and academic standards relevant to 
the course, utilising cognitive, numeracy and literacy 




